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About the Coast to Coast Trail

Today, thanks to the combined efforts of several land
conservation organizations, nearly half of Nantucket is
preserved as open space. In an effort to highlight this
achievement, the Land Bank began working with the
Nantucket Conservation Foundation and Mass Audubon
to establish a Coast to Coast Trail. This permanent route
provides connectivity and takes hikers across the island
through a diversity of habitats as they follow the sun,
from east to west. The trail is just over 24 miles long, with
the majority of the route on conservation land held by the
Nantucket Land Bank, Nantucket Conservation Foundation,
Mass Audubon, Town of Nantucket, and Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Recreation.

The Coast to Coast Trail stands as a testament to the value
the Nantucket community places on preserving the island’s
natural resources. This incredible achievement would not
have been possible without the commitment and foresight
of our conservation partners over the years. We invite
everyone to join us in celebrating this accomplishment by
walking the route and experiencing Nantucket’s natural
beauty in all its glory.

Coast to Coast Ecology

Though Nantucket is a small island, it is home to a wide
variety of habitat types and ecosystems. Throughout its
24 miles, the Coast to Coast Trail guides hikers through
many of these ecologically diverse landscapes, which
are the result of the dynamic glacial processes that
formed Nantucket.

As you walk the Coast to Coast Trail, you will pass through
globally-rare sandplain grasslands, coastal heathlands,
scrub oak shrublands and pitch pine barrens, which are
home to a variety of endangered species that utilize early
successional habitats. The trail meanders through various
hardwood forests made up of resilient oaks, tupelos, and
maples that are able to withstand the relentless wind

and salt spray of island life. Our valuable water
resources are also exhibited as you pass by
various wetlands, bogs, salt marshes, three out
of four of Nantucket’s Great Ponds, and of
course, the Atlantic Ocean.

Please be respectful of these conservation
properties and leave no trace.
Red-tailed Hawk

Cover Photo: 2019 Coat to Coast Hike by Tom Griswold
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DOWNLOAD THE ACKTrails APP

You can also follow the route by
downloading the ACKTrails app and
selecting the Coast to Coast Trail.
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THE COAST TO

COAST TRAIL
MAP AND GUIDE

CELEBRATING NANTUCKET’S CONSERVATION
LAND FROM SCONSET TO MADAKET
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WELCOME TO THE
COAST TO COAST TRAIL

The Coast to Coast Trail traverses land owned by the
Nantucket Land Bank, Nantucket Conservation Foundation,
Mass Audubon, Town of Nantucket, and Massachusetts
Department of Conservation & Recreation. To stay on

the route, please follow the trail markers which are color
coordinated by land ownership.

Trail Markers

Please note that all trail markers are installed with the inten-
tion of hiking the trail from east to west in order to follow the
sun throughout the day and end with a west coast sunset.

While using the trail, please remember:
o Carry in, carry out all litter

o Where dogs are permitted, please leash and pick
up after them

o Avoid poison ivy and check for ticks

o Remain on the trail—protect and respect our
fragile ecosystems

o Plan ahead and prepare—pack plenty of snacks
and water. There are no bathrooms or water
fountains along the route.

o Respect the land rules of each participating
organization, which can be found on the ACKTrails
app or each organization’s website

o Tag us on Instagram! @nantucketlandbank
@ackconservation @massaudubonnantucket

DOWNLOAD THE ACKTrails APP
You can also follow the route by
downloading the ACKTrails app and
selecting the Coast to Coast Trail.
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THE COAST TO COAST
CONSORTIUM

Nantucket Land Bank

The Nantucket Land Bank is a governmental body that was
established in 1983 through a vote of Nantucket citizens.

The Land Bank is publicly funded and governed by a five-
member, elected Commission. Since inception, the Land Bank
has worked diligently to acquire key open spaces that provide
public waterfront access, preserve scenic views, protect
ecological resources, promote local agriculture, and create
outdoor recreational opportunities for all. The success of

this program—the first of its kind in the nation—is evidenced
today by the acquisition of over 3,000 acres in the public
interest. Going forward, the Land Bank’s mission of purchas-
ing and managing land for the purposes of conservation,
recreation, and agriculture continues to play a vital role

in preserving the island’s unique character for future
generations.

For more information about the Land Bank, please stop
by our offices at 22 Broad Street (508-228-7240) or
visit our website at nantucketlandbank.org.
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NANTUCKET LAND BANK 2019 Cross Island Hike by Tom Griswold
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Nantucket Conservation Foundation

]

The Nantucket Conservation Foundation (NCF) is a
membership-supported, non-profit land trust founded in
1963 to permanently protect the island’s fragile places for
the enjoyment and education of its residents and visitors.
Beginning with a single donation of less than one acre

of land, the Foundation has since evolved to become the
island’s largest landowner, responsible for protecting,
managing, and maintaining approximately 30% of
Nantucket, or over 9,000 acres of conservation land. To
maintain these unique properties and fulfill its mission,
the Foundation focuses on conservation and stewardship,
scientific research, education and outreach, property
experiences and public service to the community.
Foundation properties are open to the public year-round
from sunrise to sunset.

For more information about the Foundation, please stop
by our offices at 118 Cliff Road (508-228-2884) or visit
our website at nantucketconservation.org.
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Mass Audubon

Mass Audubon protects more than 38,000 acres of land
throughout Massachusetts, saving birds and other wildlife,
and making nature accessible to all. As Massachusetts’
largest nature conservation nonprofit, we welcome more
than a half million visitors a year to our wildlife sanctuaries
and nature centers. Today, Mass Audubon is a nationally
recognized environmental education leader, offering
thousands of camp, school, and adult programs. With
more than 135,000 members and supporters, we advocate
on Beacon Hill and beyond, and conduct conservation
research to preserve the natural heritage of our beautiful
state. On Nantucket Mass Audubon stewards and con-
serves nearly 1,000 acres of open space through our Lost
Farm, Sesachacha Heathlands, and Smith’s Point Wildlife
Sanctuaries.

For more information we welcome you to explore our
sanctuaries on-and-off island, find inspiration, and get
involved. Learn more at massaudubon.org/nantucket.

._._._WV Mass Audubon



CELEBRATING NANTUCKET’S CONSERVATION e | |
LAND FROM SCONSET To MADAKET The trail is broken into six sections, creating shorter hikes for those who do

not plan to walk the entire 24 miles in a single day. Each section has at least
one parking area on the eastern end and some have more than one along
the length of the trail segment. Please note that trail markers are installed
with the intention of hiking the trail from east to west.

@ MAP LEGEND

North - Nantucket Land Bank Properties

- Nantucket Conservation Foundation Properties

- Mass Audubon Properties

- Other Conservation Properties

Hiking the Coast to Coast Trail is the quintessential way to experience
Nantucket’s unique ecology, breathtaking landscapes, and significant
conservation legacy. Made possible through the collaborative efforts of
multiple conservation organizations, this 24-mile trail wends its way across SECTION 01 (5.17 MILES)
the island through diverse habitats and terrain. Hikers follow the sun, from
east to west, as they take in the vast and varied scenery. We invite you to

SECTION 04 (3.40 MILES)

Privately Owned Land (Not Conservation)
Sesachacha Heathlands to Altar Rock Smooth Hummocks Coastal Preserve

Coast to Coast Trail

enjoy a few hours or an entire day exploring off the beaten path. SECTION 02 (3.81 MILES) SECTION 05 (5.95 MILES)
Middle Moors to Hinsdale Park Gardner, Lost, and Sanford Farms Major Paved Roads
Secondary Paved Roads
SECTION 03 (3.46 MILES) SECTION 06 (2.86 MILES)
State Forest to Miacomet Pond Head of the Plains to Madaket Harbor N e Dirt Roads and Other Trails

Parking

® Parking and Section Start/End

o 0.5 1

Scale in Miles

HEAD OF THE HARBOR

Pocomo Beach

Pocomo Road

Quidnet Beach

NANTUCKET HARBOR

Jetties Beach
Dionis Beach

Brant Point

Washing

Eel Point Pond

Smith’s Point Warren'’s Landing S

Sconset Bluff

MADAKET HARBOR

SIASCONSET

T
‘ J/

Surfside Road

Madaket Beach

Coast Guard

RS

Airport

SURFSIDE

"'Tom Nevers
Pond
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The Coast to Coast Trail is just over 24 miles long, with the majority of the route on conservation land held by the Nantucket Land Bank,
Nantucket Conservation Foundation, Mass Audubon, Town of Nantucket, and the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation.
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